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~ This paper 'serves as a report: on.research in progress that

attempts an evaluation of the effects of groUp'disparity on. the

' occupational choice of southern high school students. It focuses - .

spéclfiéally on the aspiration choices of 8302 tenth-gfade‘students,
in four southern states: Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, and S_outhI
Carolina. The relative effects of class, race, and rgsidénéq\gis/// ;'

investigated. There is a brief discussion of theory, analytical?

procedures, and in{tiai finddngs. .

Theoretical Orientation . ' .

@,

(1) Occupational choice Is seen as a process and is treated

in a developmental framework. The choice process starts early in

a child's life and cont inues intq}the adult years. Océupationgl

- i

H i B R
choice is a product of prior influences‘as,weli‘as current cir- .

cumstavnces'. (Ginzberg, 1951; Super, 1553; Rogers,' 1966) "

(2) The importance of d#ffetentlai sdcia\fzatlon in forming
thé dccupétional'role of the individual. is wﬂgb/stgessed. The
manner in which the indii(dual is Soclalized fn fhe-fam}ly set(ﬂﬁ?\' .
determines,.in Iarge—pért,_t@g individual's coﬁceptvof acé%ptahls ’

o a

t
ot

~ . : -

) )
*A paper prepared for the

ural Sociology Sect.ion of the
, tural Workers Meetings at Mobile, !
Alabama, February,.1969. the dita analyzed ‘in, this study were,

provided by the Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, and South

Carolipa secticns of Regional Project S-61.- . ' J
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occupational roles and goals. ‘Socialization in the school, in peer

groups, among family associates, ahdiin'work'expeqiences is seen as

a contributing factor. (Rogers, 1966) ' -

# -

~,

a o
the quality of the choice varies according ‘to the stage of the
L) .

(3) Stages in the choice process can'be distinguisﬁed where -
_ . !
develcpment. Ginzberg discusses the fantasy stage (pre-adoles-
ient), the tentative stage (adolescent), and the re;}istié stage
{late adolescent and earller adulthood) . Generally, as the child

moves from stage-to stage in the choice process, his occupational,

choices become. more foeused, and often there is a narrowing,of the

. Y

~range of acceptable bccupétions and his commitment to a parf?cular -

occupationa! goal may increase. (Ginzberg, 1951) - e
(&) At various .periods in the .choice process, difféfentf
types of choice can be delineated. Alihough'there.is consid- .

erable lack of agreement on approﬁfiate terminoloyy end penhéps
€ . o . ' . .
conceptupl differences, at least two dimensions .of choice can be
2 .

distinguished. First, there are occupational aspirations whgre

“the individual's choice pffa'particqlar occupation is one he wishes

=)

or desires to enter as:his life's work.. Second; there are occupa-

tional expectations where the student's choice of a particular
oot T~

occupation is one he expects or anticipates entering as his life's

.

work. (Blauj 1956; GlicK; 1962; Kuvlesky and Bealer, 1906)

(5) ln'fhe pretado1é5cent years; fhe child selects those '
occupations that he ;erceives as beinglﬁleagurablé. Ihe-choices'
are thought to—be generaily variable,.duitedoften high in stat;s,
_and oféen unrealistic in férés of the hctual‘oécupation which

‘ [ K ( - \\

¢ \ ;
~
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‘pational .goal. (Ginzberg, 1951) -
or blocks which he views as limiting or obstructing his chances

- patjonal.choices. 7

* Lipset apd Bendix, 1959; Rose, 1957; Hill, 367; Simpson.and

. YingeFﬁ_léGS; Harris, 1963; and Lipset, 195

&

the individual wiil enter when he becomes an aduit. Furthermore,

the choices at this period can be characterized as being ''goal

~

' | - . . : - A
centered' with little or no concern for the means required to

1

., .
obtain the given.occupation. ‘(Ginzberg, 1951)
' {

.o

(6). During 'the adolescent years, the choices become more

tentative. The ragge and type of desired and expected occupa-

tions are greatly narrcwed. The individual now becomes#con- o

-

cerned with the means requiré@f to obtain a particular occu-

$

(7) As the individuai considers: the necessary means requirqg
N . -
to obtain his occupaiional choices, he may perceive obstacles v

to obtain his earlier "goal centered'’ choices. If the individual

]

beljeves the blocks ?;/BQFS:S?t; he will tend to lower his occu-

¢ ’ ’ B
R (82 One group of such blocks is referred to here as

structural disparity, i.e., membefship in any géoup which has
. ‘ . ;‘- N ) H
relatively limited access to higher level positions in the -
. o e ‘ . K

occbpa;{onaj structure. - P
. (9)" The limited occupation{l chances of 'the lower ¢ qs§\ ‘ .

’ I X ~7. ;
student, the Negro student, and the rural student are_well
. » ’
documented. (Mayer, 1955; Hollingshead, 1953; Kinkel, 1954; .

. ¢ 4
i

, .{(10). Thus, one would éxbect the levels of chqices of

" these aroups to be lower than other more advantaged students.

- y g -
» Pl . l v , . 1 . v
\ " . . . . . . ., .
. - . .
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Key theoretical and empirica"questions at this point are (a) At..

what period in occuoatuonal development do dlsadvantaged tudents

—

become aware of the occupatnonal dnsparlty, and (b) What is the

aegree of»awareness at a given stage?_
' > - I .
(11) This report seeks answers to two sets of questions:

.(a)‘ What are the wrelative effects of various configurations of -

' thése disparity variables on the aspiration levels of 10th grade
. . ) \

students; and (b). Wha: are the relative effects of eacn variable

1

when the effects of the otheﬁ: are "partjaled out'" on the aspira-

tions of these students?

The Data - . S

! ) T \
As aforementioned the data used in this sthdy'were obtained

from interviews of 8802 tenth-grade students in four' southern N

states. Samplcng desngns varied from state to state, ‘i.e., a

3. .
stratified probability~samplgrof high school* students was used-in

South Carolina while the other states used purposive sanblung pro-

cedures. Although a Iargely standardized schedule was used in

" each of the four states, codiny and data.processing differed con-

4

-siderably. In order to“géke the original data compatible,”one of

the initial steps in the analysis was. to transform the data to a

standardized code. The transformation was necessary before the

' s

analysis on a whole samp le basus cOuld be canﬁaed out.
) hY

I3

( » . 'y v
‘ -~
. B

nal!tucal Procedures

L . At least three types of questnons shoulé be answered in an
¢

attempt(to explain a given phenomena: (1) What are the most

A

({

»

z.‘,g

N

\ X
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4 (2) Of these relevant variables, whi§£ is the most useful in

<

J( . ' , . . ' R

‘ K

A ¢ K . K3 _ Ty
N ' N

-

’

”relevapt variables“ that can be &sed to explain the phenomena; N

A
J A

, explaining the phenomena in a given'si uation; {3) - Which com~

“~

b|nat|on§ or confuburatnons of thése varlables can best explaun

the. phenomena ina yiven sutuatnon? The main effort in past

“~

-

(occupat10nal youth stuques has bee wnth the fnrst type of

‘ -questnon with.little concern for information of the second

i

and third types. ‘ . L ..
- A category of multi-varied procedures’is used in this
research which hag been designed especnally for.attribute data

that allow one to rank the effects or partn;ular independent

]

variables on a dependent varlable, and allow a comparison of the
S ‘ . : ‘ ‘ IR

effects of different combinations of the various independent

variables. These techniques are in many ways similar to the more

~common multipie-regression procedures for higher levels of mea=

E 4

. Surement. ) . ‘ e P

St

The computatjon orf effects:is based on formulas provided by

James L. Coleman in his text on Mathematical Sociology”(Coleman, -

>

196h)€5 TheSe computational procedures for effects are used jnv

y . "
conjunction yith an adaptation of fhe-”Backwaro Elimination
Procedqre,h"(Draoer and‘Smith;:lséé). The Backwar& Elimination

‘Process was developed fn=regresslon agalysis to aid the researoher "
in se1ect}ng the 'best" regression eQuation when nqltiple anepen;§

&ent var}ables“are useu'co estimate a particular dependent vari-

able. dt s baslcal1y a tochnfﬁc; which ﬂeledpgr\N}lablés freni

the model which contr!bute only Sllghtly to the estinatewof “the

‘

deﬁbndent varlable. “Ha ,' . v
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. Simple Relationships \

: Tﬁe fifst opefatipn is the carryling out of a simple frequengy

N s .

distribution where each of the independent variables is cross-tabu-

lated with -level of occupational aspiration. A Chi-square test of.
:&‘fatistical significaﬁce is;abplied to sce ifo_a' statistical difference
, ’ ; ‘ ‘ \
'is cbservable for the data {Blalock, 1960). Cramer's test of associ-
ation QI) is also used to measure the strength of the rela:tlo'nsh-ip
(bla]oc,k, 1560). The v »stgtistic is an i’ndex of association for

,

contingency data utilizing Chi-square values. 7

Table 1. Simple Re]a%i'oqship Between Occupatipnal Aspirations
" and Residence ’ )

: Rurai .
o ___Urban Town Nornfarm Rural . Totals
N1 .59 .53 )} .55 .62
“High Aspirations - (2u97Y (703)- (11 (s41) - (5259)
: g ' S -.Bh 36 7 .39 39 .33
Medium Aspirations  (865) = (429) (815) (667) (2776Y
' o L JOh .05; .07 .05 - .05
Low Aspirations “\(162) (64) . (156) - (92) .- (474)
> - ’ “ )
Total o 3524 119¢ 2089 1700 " 8509
2  R o ' . ¢

x% = 233.7528%% Ve, 2
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"TABLE 2. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ASP IRAT IONS
" AND_FATHER 'S_EDUCATION

High Low Total
v ) - ) 0'70 ' 050 063
. High Aspirations .- - (3225) (1279) (4504)
ot ) : .. .26 'o""s '33
.~ Medium Aspirations {(11y3) ©(1151) (2344)
, oy o4 - ' .05 .05
Low Aspirations™} * (202) o 138) (337)
 Total . ue0- 2565 7185
f 7 x% = 290.8977%% V=200
TABLE 3. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OCCUPAT IONAL
~ ASP IRATIONS AND FATHER'S OCCUPAT IONS
" digh " Medium Low Total
. ' 74 .58 .57 . .63 \
digh Aspirations (1970) ~  (220%) (714) (4889)
7 : 22 .36 .36 Y
A—] . Medium Aspirations . (597) (1375) - {L48) / (2420)
Ce . I .07 . .06
Low Aspirations (108) (231) (91) (430)
. L * - . ’ ‘. _
Total 2675 I L 253 . 7739
X< = 195.3055%% V= .12 - : '
TABLE 4. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN otcupA'TloNAL
' ASPIRATLONS AND RACE.
. - | White Non-White »_Total
. i 063 . :59 062 ) \‘
. High Aspirations (3935) ~(1357) (5292) p
| . . 32 33 - 32 !
.Medfum Aspirations . (2032) (758) (2770) "
' .9 . .05 ! ) J .08 oos
¢ Low Aspirations (289) (188) (477)
\ . - . - '
) . . , . ) -.: , . - ‘~ %
Total 6256 2303 8559
' X2 = L2, 5U32k V= .070 : -
'. » + .‘ 4 - » a . N -
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First, the aspuration level of all sub-groups was reiatively
- high. As expected the Simple tables indica*ed that the student
whose father had a high level occupation and/or a high level

education, the student from an urban area, and the whiteszfudent
‘tended to have a higher level occupational aspirations. As

meaSured by the V statlstic, the relatiOnships in each table wn*e'

s,,not especnally-strong. The racoal dnfferehce was" very slight.un

favor of the white stunents. . . .

’ . t 4
E
o

‘Comgutation of Subc lass Progortibns

5 Each of the independent variables is redefined in terms of a

high and low state, i. e,,each of the variables is measured dichot-
4

22

omously. The determinatoOn ot whether a given variable is in a

- high or low state depends on either theory or previous research.

In studie$ of the relationship between residence and aspiration,

:for exzmple, urban residence has.bpen associated wlth'high oc- .

cépetional aspirations. (Payne, 1956; Bﬁrchinal 195l; Haller

and Sewell l957 Birdne and Hood 1963, and Middleton and Grigg, -

Poad

1959) Therefore urban is considered to be the high state and
rural the low state of the residence varigble.> in a similar
manner-, high father's occupation, high father's education and .

white race are considered to be the high, states of their respac-_

tive variables. . - : . “ )

“

A complex frequency OIStrlbutlon is carried out c0ntroiling .
* . on the four independent variables. If we *control on m dichotomous

e . >

independent var lables, 2 observations onthe dependent variable

"
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result. Thus, the four dependent varfablesﬁﬁsed'here yeld 16
- subclass observatlons. The subclass dbservations“are taken ln
'the form of the proport|0ns -of students with hlgh occupatlonal ‘ _ é‘

: aspnrat*bns in each subclass. Table § reveals the variable '

\
\

confuguratnon for each Subclass.
L3

- . ,— . i \’ . ' . , .
TABLE 5. 'PROPORTIONS OF STUDENTSVHITH HIGH ASPIRATIONS . AR -
/ ., FOR FOUR VARIABLE CONFIGURATIONS : . . :
TR X @) X () X () 4 .
Father's Father's [ ° Resudenqe " Racd Observed ‘ .
I " Education Occupation( _ 1 - ___Proportions -
AR Moo o, u W .82 : (1325) '
o S ., ~ U N 78 07)
‘ S B T T T W 77 (478)
S N "Ry N 51 (51) - S
X IR Lo, o U W 67 (1165) ‘ e
d L T N oh - (229) _ .
i . L R W .58 + (702)
H L R “ N .58 (214) |
L T | W , -85 (109)
L i ST} N _ 88 (25) ‘
N . L H R W o .hB\ - (245) _ »
L o R N .57 (5b)
L L v W 51 - ((529)
L L 3 N . .60  -(236)
L - L R - « Woa, 45 - (669) .
L L R - N .53 (362) .
. » ) ] .
Partltloning of Variable Effects )
The problem at this stage ‘of the analysns is to partltnon the ’
effects of each lndependent varlable on the dependent variable.
It is desired to estimate the effect of each |ndependent variable |
P
on the dependent varlable when the other dependent variables are
‘ . R :
controlled. In general Coleman s approach to estlmatung variable ¢
. : \ -effects is based on averages of dtfferences in proportnons between/ﬁ? -
" ’ ‘ '
‘ subclasses in which the independent varnab{e is ina hlgh state: T .
\ } ‘\\' —\ ! . . 4




Py

- L -
- -and the condltlgn ‘in which it i's in a low state. The general
! equation for » dichotomous independent variables is preseh;ed'

. ..() . o . \
in the.followiﬂg manner: ‘
. * '
' If there are m |ndependent attrabutes altogether
then there are, altogether 2Mp's. For any attribute
there are, therefore, half this many pairs, zm-l’ to
- ~ be averageg Af the index C signifies a particular
¢ combination of the other dichotomies (e.g., state |

on attributes 2,3,5,8,m, and state 0 on all others

_ - excleding the one in q estlon), then there are 2™~ ~1 r
L _ such combunqﬁlons, and|the proportiofi of difference ,/,
. - for each combination ig Pjc-Pc.” The equatnons for
‘the effects of attribute i are S
- .. & ) g gm=1 - _ ) '
o s EE R P
ai = Zm . \ R .
. o Temle .

: ° - 75\.' o
- or if welet 2" V=,

. . . . ] ‘
. LN S i 4
] ! . N . 5 : /\
¥ ~ai zl v 2 : ,.-. (PiC C)/‘ BN
" \ .. < \VC - ] ’ ; l’
e : . For two |ndependent attributes, there are tWO ! ‘

- comparisons on each; for three, there are four

comparisons; for four, eight comparisons; and
-s0 on. (Coleman, 1966) :

-
. -~
- .

_.Coleman refers to the resudual effect -ad¢ random shock. Random~

~

shock is a meaSure of the unqulalned varnance observed in the sub-~

class proportions. Furthermore, random Shgck can be partltuoned

¢

el

A
into two sources: (1) there is random shock in the direction of

higher subclass proportions and (2) there is random shoc& in the
\ . . K\ P . .
direction of Iower subc lass prOportions. The formulas for these

N ]
p)

secondary random shock effects are very lengthy and are omi tted
for the sake of,space. Coleman, lébo) e ‘
R SN e R o N
- R . \\‘ o . :
: N I "
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‘ _ Random Shock = 1" - ap—
¢ L A
‘ o =1
\,

i
4 |

A final measure of comSosi;e effect can be easily

{

J

/ ; - . RN
LY -
\

' éomposite'Effect =

.

~

Iy
.. m '

L

T | 4
|

-—

] z
B

-

of the entire modéL.l

- ' \
9 o
'\’1
+ * ' ‘ -
4 .
/ < -
. / ' - ’
“
'

Y

@ [l
. 3 . .

/

a; + random shock = !
- <

(

4

1

-~ .

- .

- o
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‘e

¢,
ka
.
o

The composite cffect ‘coefficient is’ perhaps .the most

computed:’

.
°

useful of

effec§ measures becaﬁsé it is.an index of'tﬁfmexplgnatory"powéf



‘ .’ TABLE €' COMPABJSON OF_VAH{ABLE EFFECT ssnmrss, o A
Q _FOR FOUR VAKTABLE "MODEL -~ : N

| S Effect. -
«‘Vﬂ[fable' . - Estima

’fx(l) Father s - S ,'; " - o L .
Education ..099 ‘3,616  Pr t(* l)< E’-"\ .0002
X{(2) Father's :

. Occuin:n o .:lJOOA 3,652 - Pr '_x*(z)( J( .0002

~ %(3) Residence ,123 o b.4g2 Et*(s)< t < .0000!

~ X{(4) Race T-.033 1.2‘0& “Pr hc*(h)}c_;] S131

4

2

Composite Effect -,289 | mmees | edeemmee- -

o

1 N

aThe cumulative normal distribution was used td determine the'
probability that the population effects X%(i) differ from zero.
The computation of effect variances is based on a pooling of sub-
class proportion variances where each subclass varlance - Pj(I-PJ)/Nj
Several observations can\be made at this stage in the analysis.
.All subclasses had relatlvely high level occupational aspiratlons
-, (see “ 5). ilowever, consaderable differences were observed
| between subc lasses. The four variable model (see Table 6) "explained“\
Only a moderate amount of variatjon in aspuratlon levels as Indlcated
by the composlte effect estimate of .285. Of the variables in this
mode 1, father's eddcg\Jon, father's occupation and residence contrl~
buted significantly to'the/estimetlon of éspiration leveis The - 9
.  chance of the pOpéﬁatuon effect for-these t| ree variables being |

either zero or Jess was.fcpnd to bé very slight.u The reciql vari-

able contributed opl&rsllghtly to the_mbdel. The racld1\effegt

\

estlmate»(-.ojs) cOu]d easily have occurred by chence. It ls : \\\\\\\\\\;

interesting to note here that racial differences were 6bserved in’

1
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e

that an intense eiamination/pf a.few models selected in the fore-

‘~the 5|q£le comparlson but dlsappcared when the effects of the other

Yy

variables were controlled

Backward Elimination . . /

At this point, variable deletion begins. An egaptation of the

/
“backward elnmnnatnon procedure” is used to select modeis for anai-

l

ysns. The following outline glves a step by step account of this~*

et hod. T ) o

il

"STEP 1: The highest order model is con5|dered fnrst. éhe effect ’

estimates for each variable is computed according to.procedures
provided by Loleman. AISo the composite effect is calculated.

STEP || Te§ts of statlstical sngnlfncancv for each effect

estimate are, carrned out, agaun accordlng -to Cé1eman. N

STEP 111: The variable with the !east statistical S|gn!ficance ,
(in this case, 'the one with the smallest effect estlhate) is
eliminated from the model : Lo

\
)

STEP 1V: The researcher returns-to step | and continues untnl .
all variables are deleted. The number of models on which the
researcher focuses his attention has been reduced.

+*  This reduction procedure ‘reduced phe ‘analysis’ to a few "bestﬁ

models rather than an analysis of all ooSSibfe'models.f it is felt
~

“

ment ioned manner will prove superior to an attempt. fo-anéiyie all

' '
/////possible combinations of a' set of var‘aQ&es. This procedure, how-

_ever, ‘is merely & research guide to variable deletion and QBOuId

_—" be used only when theoretlcal guidelines are |nsuffic|ent to

indicate approprlate mode 15 for investigation.

g, . - . B
. f - . :
.
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* TABLE 7. @gavnons.-os STUDENTS ‘WITH KIGH ASPIRATIONS

¢ < FOR THREE VAR IABLE CONF IGURAT I10NS
‘. (m - S (2) L o N
- . Father’s . Father's _  (3) C
Education Occupation ~ Residence Observed Proportions -
w, ! \ U .82 (1432)
. H - R . T4 (529)
H . R | .67 (1394)
Hoo, ! R .58 (910)
. L . T 61 (138) .
L R L) 50 (299) -
' L u £ .5h (765) o
Tl R .53 (931)

TABLE 8. 'COMPARISON OF VAR IABLE EFFECT ESTIMATES FOR

THREE VARIABLE MODEL -

o ' Effect g - . o
Varjable -Estimate <  Z-Score ~ Statistical Significancg
X(n Fathe\r's \ . . B} . .
Education [ . 9.994 . Pr B'.*(.‘) < (ﬂ <0000l
" X(2) Father's : | - o
‘Occupation . .088 5.566 Pr. E*(Z) gq] <.0000l
h X(3) Residence: . .073 _ ‘0..617 Pr 'E‘#(B)S (ﬂf<.0000!
Compos ite . o .
Effect .319 e -
/
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TABLE 9, PROPORTION OF STUDENTS WITH mcu(/smm'nons .

E ILIQ VARIAb'.E CONF|GURATION

X(I) .,. / X(Z) - - v
Father's - ., Father's Observed:
Education Occupation - Proportion -
H H - 80" (1361) '
H o L *.63 (2310)
L H Sk - (433)
L L 531.(1696) -
: 1] - — 1 .
’ J < .’ . s
) ) N
' TAB_LE 10. COMPARISON OF VARIABLE EFFECT ESTIMATES :
FOR- TWO VARlABLE MODEL
. : Effect : - ,. N
Variable Estimate  Z-Score _Statistical S!gnif.]cange
X(1) Father's : :
Education -+ 180 18.000 E(*(l) < - 0]( 00001
. ; )
X(2) Father's : : _
Occupation .090 9.000 [X*(Z) ( H( 0000!3
- ' o
cqnposlt:’e Effect .270 - smeme  eemessas ,
\ - /
./
..# . > ’/ ‘v
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" Summary and Conclusions - - .

The( ﬁfé}ortiag' of students with high lavéh’océz'upatlonai aspi~
rat'lona inall s‘ubc"lasses was Iralattva'ly figh. Approxlmtaly one
half of the students in the more dlsadvantaged groups had. high -
level asplrattons,,« e.g., of tbe rural Nég?o students whosa fathers

had low. level o"cupattons and educatlnn. 53 percent had high level:

' occupatlonal asplratlons. glml lar flndings were found “for tha

other dlsa‘dvantaged groups. The occupatlonal aSpiratlons of these -

studaqts seem very unrealistic in terms gf the actual boccupatlons

" such students will probably- enter as ;raelr life's work. There is

cartalnly a graa£ pot.antlal»fbr ocaupatlonavl-ly ralaaad frustration
among such students. A key issue hara is tha daterra}nat ion of the
Intansuty of the occupational asplratlans and t/ha ‘degree of commit- .
ment of the disadvantaged students to these occupational goais.
Four models were evaluated in terms of their composite effect
'estimates. (See Table 11). Four veriables (father's occupstion,
father's education, rasldanca, and race) ‘ware-uaad in the first’

model. In each 'auccessive mddal. the variabla'whlch had contributed

' least to the coupq_slta estimate of aspiration le\;ar] was deleted.

This przcadara was continued until only one variable remianed in t
the last model. -

As indicated by‘the compos i te haffact;és‘tlmata (.\319)‘;. the
aecond mode | [x(l);l X(2); x(3)] pr&l‘dad the "best" estimte
of the aspiration laval. Within this mdal aach variable was

found to maka a statistically slgnlflcant contrlbutlon to!the com-

posite affect estimate. Tha separate varlable affact astlmatas
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were .158 for father's education, .088 for father's occupation -

(3N

4 . : . ‘ L
- "and ..073 for resldence.ﬁ'The two socia’l Elass variables (father's

N

éducation and occupa\lod) acgmunted for the major portion of the
A . A W :
‘aspiration variatjon., Although the effect estimate for residence
¢

. R _ '
had decreased, it still contributed to the models explanitory

K4

A

power .

e

. | ) “y

. . s Iy
TABLE 11, MODEL COMPARISON FOR BACKWARD ELIMINATION '

\i}\}*\fuode 12 Composite Effect ___Change
<X X(2); X(3); X(4) 289 -—-
X(1); X(2)5 X(3) 319, +.036 |
X(1); X(2) " 270 -.0lg T
£ x{1) . .+200 -.070

" of limiting factors (goal-blockage) ‘Increases. One result cf the

E‘X(‘_I) = Father's Education; X(2) = Father's Occupation;
X(3) = Residence; X({4) = Race ‘ :

It was hypothesized tha;.thé adolescent begins to consider the

means required to obtain his earlier (pre-adolescent) high level .
oczupatlonal goals. As he beings*to consider the means required

to cbtain his{occupatlona] goal, the Iikelyho&d of the peréeptlon
perception of severe blockage is the lowering of the occgpatlonal
goals. Furthermore, the severity of goaliblackaée should vary
accordfn§ to the actual occuprtional disparity in the soclal
si;uation. ‘Thus, lt.was antic{pated that Stqdents in the lower

ofasses (as indicated by fatheris occupation and education), the

rural students and the Negro students would tend to have lower

-

)
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asnirations. The lower \class stu‘?nts and the rural students tended

to exhibit aspinations'which support theHSforementloned»théoretica]

- ¢

notions but no'&iffefencesvwere observed for the Negro students.
_The failure 6f the Negro students to follow the general pattern
: . ) ., . . . ‘ = 3 .
of the other disparity grqQups presents.a conceptual probleh faer the

original formulatipn. At least, three explanations can be set forth

as possible solutions. First, it is possible that the original K
’ . ~ -~ \

N,

‘theoretical formulation may be inadequate for this problem and that \

] -

other formulations may have superior utility. Second, the Influence
& oo S . o : ’
of 'the civil rights movement in the gouth and the related changes -

in Negro attitudés toward black pride and black power may counter=-.

.act the present occupational disparity of the Negrd; Third,.the

Ncgro student may develop his occupational ghdice in a ﬁatterh that
differs markedly from the white ypu}h, i.é..'if may be usefu}.fo

discuss developméntaf types. The Negro may begin to seribugly_con-
sider means much later than the white youth and, thus, his pe(ceé-

tion of blockage tends to ocuur at a later‘period. Also it i#-ﬁujte
\ \ !

possible that”a'cbmbihation of the secona,and third explanations will
. | ’ a

yield the most useful modef. .

’
~
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